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Strong Information Act |
Supported at Hearing

WASHINGTON, Tuly 14 (AP) — Ed
Asner, the actor, and representatives of
news agencies urged Congress today to
withstand an assauit they said was in-

tended to weaken the 15-year-old, Free-

*'domof InformationAct. .. - -

- “Don’t- let anybody- weaken the
F.O.LA. Don’t let anybody get ex-

" empted from the F.0.1.A. Just make all
the Federal agencies abide by the

- F.O.LA.,” Mr. Asner,: who plays- the
title role of a newspaper aditor ontelevi- |

-sion’s **Lou Grant,” told a House. gov-.

. ernment operations subcommittes: = . -

Mr. Asner-accused the Reagan Ad-

. ministration of starting an attack bn the
law in a memorandum by Attorney Gen- :
eral William French Smith in May. Mr. -
Sreith said that Government officials no-
longer had to prove that *‘demonstrable’
harm” ‘wonld: result in order to Justify:

- withholding - information  requested
underthetheact. - - Y

Mr. Asner, speaking for the Fuind for
‘Open Information and Accountability,

. said, “The-Attorney General’s actions
appeared to us to be the first step.in the
Reagan Administration’s effort.to re-

‘pealorseverely weakenthe F.O.IA.”

Bob Schieffer, CBS national news cor-

;Tespondent represesnting ‘Sigma .Delta

' Chi, the journalism society, urged the
subcommittee to overrule Mr. Smith
‘and*‘restore the proper emphasis favor-

.ing presumption for disclosure.”
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